
AAIM HIV/AIDS COORDINATORS

A Call to Compassion to HIV & AIDS

The Adventist AIDS International Ministry (AAIM), is a special ministry of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, that assists its congregations to face the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic.
AAIM is the response of the Adventist church to this devastating medical 
condition that causes great suffering in the world.

AAIM empowers the churches and surrounding communities at the grassroots 
level, to cope with HIV and AIDS, developing programs for HIV Prevention, Care, 
and Support.

In the last 12 years, since this ministry was voted into existence at the Adventist 
General Conference in May 2002, up to date July 2015, AAIM has implemented 
programs in 26 countries and in 59 major cities of Africa.

Through all these years, AAIM has provided loving and compassionate care and 
support to thousands of people in Africa. The barrier of silence has been broken 
in many of our Churches in Eastern, Southern and Western Africa, and today, 
HIV/AIDS is not a taboo in the Adventist Church anymore.

Many people would like to know what they can do to help, and our answer is 
found in the book of Matthew, chapter 25, verses 35 and 36: "“For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger (an orphan) and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick (with AIDS) and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me…”  (Adapted from NIV, italics are ours.)
This passage of the Bible has been our inspiration and guidance all these years.

The Adventist AIDS International Ministry continues “Bringing Hope..., and 
Saving Lives…!"
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According to the World Health Organization (WHO) “Stigma and discrimination are among the foremost barriers to HIV prevention, 
treatment, care and support. Specifically, research has shown that stigma and discrimination undermine HIV prevention efforts by making 

people afraid to seek HIV information, services and modalities to reduce their risk of infection and to adopt safer behaviors lest these actions 
raise suspicion about their HIV status. Research has also shown that fear of stigma and discrimination, which can also be linked to fear of violence, 

discourages people living with HIV from disclosing their status even to family members and sexual partners and undermines their ability and 
willingness to access and adhere to treatment. Thus, stigma and discrimination weaken the ability of individuals and communities to protect themselves 

from HIV and to stay healthy if they are living with HIV.” UNAIDS 2014 (http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2014/-   
                 ReductionofHIV-elatedstigmaanddiscrimination)' 

There is no reason to treat an individual differently to other people, specially if that person is sick or carries a disease such as HIV/AIDS. In those circumstances, what people 
need is acceptance and not rejection, love and not indifference, compassion and not heartlessness and coldness, and

even exclusion.  
If you have just found that you are HIV-positive, you may feel overwhelmed, fearful, and alone. 

Being HIV-positive does not necessarily mean that you already have AIDS.

New treatment regimens have turned being HIV-positive into a chronic condition for many people. With a healthy lifestyle 
and the right medical care, many HIV-positive people are living long, productive lives.  
Without delay, consult a good HIV/AIDS doctor and follow the instructions. Today, we have excellent treatments available. 
Stop using any harmful substance or habit.
When we deal with the HIV/AIDS crisis, we have the Christian responsibility to convey a message of Hope, Love and Compassion. 
Our churches have to become “Centers of Hope and Healing" and open their doors and their hearts to people living with HIV. 
                                                                                 
                                                                                Remember: “There is Hope for people living with HIV and AIDS!”

Let’s continue to pray for those infected and affected, and for God to continue strengthening
AAIM in its effort to combat HIV and AIDS. 
                                                          Please, do not hesitate to contact us through our web-site at: www.aidsministry.com

“Stigma remains the single most important barrier to public action. It is the main reason too many people are afraid to see a doctor to 
determine whether they have the disease, or to seek treatment if so. It helps make AIDS the silent killer, because people fear the social
 disgrace of speaking about it, or taking easily available precautions. Stigma is a chief reason the AIDS epidemic continues to devastate 
societies around the world.”   Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations.

STIGMA, Our Biggest Challenge

Through the dedicated work 
of its HIV/AIDS Coordinators, AAIM 

has established Associations of 
Adventists Living with HIV in 

the following countries: 

AAIM Inuence 

AAIM Programs

Breaking the silence -  - Compassion for allNo one left behind

Botswana, Cameroon, 
Ethiopia, Goma-DRC, 
Kenya, Kinshasa-DRC, 
Madagascar, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Namibia, 
Sao Tome, South 

Africa, Uganda, Zambia, 
and Zimbabwe.


